Queen Elizabeth Elementary School Council

Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, 6:30-7:00 pm
Chair: Hillary Harding
Co-Chair: Laura Allingham

In attendance:
Lisa McConnell - QES Principal, Dan Tinaburri - QES Assistant Principal, Hillary Harding — QESC
Chair, Caroline Simon, Michelle Fourier, Jane Ewenson, Karen Ford, Steph Cicero — QEEPES
Chair, Tara de Weerd, Brendan Bakay, E. Lankin, Jacki Hansen, Jason and Helena Byrne, Julianna
Leshchenko, Andrii Leshchenko, Kristen Lewicki, Diana De La Rosa, Alex Hunt, Christa Burry

1. Hillary called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and this was seconded by Steph
a. Acknowledgment of the Land
b. Welcome and Introduction to the School Council. Hillary spoke briefly about the
role and mission of our School Council and Parent Society.

School Council 2024 - 2025

Chair — Hillary Harding

Co-Chair - Laura Allingham

Secretary — Tara De Weerd

Key Communicators — Alex Hunt and Kristen Lewicki
Volunteer Coordinators — Caroline Simon and Andrea Leier
Garden Coordinator — Jane Ewenson

QEEPES 2024 - 2025

Chair — Stephanie Cicero

Treasurer (General Account) — Christa Burry

Treasurer (Casino Account) — Jacki Hansen and Olga Waiand
Scholastic, Book Fair Coordinator — Michelle Fournier and Leah Philips
Fun Lunch Coordinators — Susan Stewart and Karen Ford

Fundraising Coordinator — Nicole Watson

Hillary made a motion to approve meeting minutes from May 28, Steph
seconded.
Hillary made a motion to approve the agenda, Jacki seconded.

2. Reports
a. School Report — Lisa McConnell, Principal
i. Teacher Report - Grade 2 & 3 presentation
How do stories teach and connect us? Teachers applied last year to the
Open Minds program. This program delivers an immersive experience
outside of the school setting (students are bussed to different locations in
the city). This will be QES’ second year participating in this program.



Students who participate in the program improve by average of 24% in
writing scores vs. traditional classroom setting. Connecting Open Minds
to all curriculums through sharing stories and building understanding.
Community walks provided opportunities for engaging, active learning
through journaling, drawing pictures and being outdoors. Piloting the
new social studies curriculum (professional development, access to
resources and ability to provide feedback). The focus in Grade 2 is Canada
and Grade 3 is Alberta.
Principal Report -
1. Enrolment update (426 Students)
2. Overview of teaching and support staff
3. Safe and Caring School Community — CBE Code of Conduct, CBE
Progressive Student Discipline and staff are held to the CBE
Employee Code of Conduct
4. CBE Board Meetings — open to public
5. School Development Plan — reviewing data from June last year
and beginning the initial phase of drafting goals. Aligns with the
Alberta curriculum, CBE Education Plan and collaborative
response to learners. Will be published Nov. 30 on the website.
6. New curriculum implementation — advantage for teachers to be
able to provide feedback through the pilot
7. No budget requests at this time
Requesting to expand the loading zone for drop off and pick up
9. Submitted traffic safety concerns to look at 18" Street and
Kensington Road and dangers of that construction area. Call 311
to report concerns. Raised concern around bike lanes.
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b. Important Dates

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.
Vii.
Viii.
iX.
X.
Xi.
Xii.
xiii.
Xiv.

Sept 20 - Terry Fox Run

Sept 26 - Curriculum Presentation/Meet the Teacher Night
Sept 26 - Orange Shirt Day

Sept 26 - Fun Lunch - Subway

Sept 27 - No School - Non-instruction Day

Sept 30 - No School - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
Oct 5 - Fall Garden Clean Up

Oct 14 - No School - Thanksgiving

Oct 16 - Picture Day

Oct 17 - Fun Lunch - Saucy Bread Co.

Oct 21 - 25 - Scholastic Book Fair

Oct 25 - No School - Non-instruction Day

Oct 29 - School Council & QEEPES meeting @ 6:30pm

Oct 31 - Popcorn Day, Halloween

3. 0Old/Ongoing Business



2023-2024 Yearbooks - If you missed your chance to order it’s not too late, there
are still a few left! Email: geeschoolcouncil@gmail.com

Recruitment - Chair, Co-Chair and Fundraising Co-Coordinator needed. We are
currently looking for a couple more parents to join our team! A few of our
members will be “retiring” in the next couple years. Council would love to have
new parents on board to learn about the roles and function of the school
council, and to see if it is a good fit for you. Current parents in these roles will be
around to teach for transition.

Shirt Swap - Thank you to all parents who donated preloved/outgrown wolfpack
shirts. We will continue to collect shirts throughout the year for the next swap,
please let us know if you have one to donate. geeschoolcouncil@gmail.com

4. New Business

a.
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Fun Lunch 2024-2025:
September 26
October 17
November 21
December 19
January 16
February 20
March 13
April 17
May 15
June 19
i. Orders open for Sept - Dec, order here: https://healthyhunger.ca/
ii. Volunteers needed Sept 26, sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084DAAA82CA13-subway2
Popcorn Fun Snack 2024-2025
October 31
February 6
May 1
i. Orders open https://healthyhunger.ca/
The Shirt Shop is open! Buy your school swag before Sept 23
Order your shirts here: https://queenelizabeth.promostores.ca/
Terry Fox Run Oct 20. Volunteers needed, sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084DAAA82CA13-terry2
Fall Garden Clean up Oct 5. Volunteers needed, sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084DAAA82CA13-51213845-gees
Spring Gala - May 3, 2025. Gala Coordinator needed, contact us if you are
interested. Hillary provided an overview of the role and how the committee has
operated in the past.
Book Fair Oct 21 - 25 - Volunteers needed, stay tuned for sign up genius.
Parent volunteers welcome in the school - must have police clearance.




5. Adjournment
a. Where to find us:

i. School Website — find links to School Council and QEEPES at
https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/queenelizabeth/get-
involved/pages/default.aspx

ii. School Council and Parent Society Website - www.gescouncil.ca

iii. Facebook - @gparents
iv. Instagram - ges_school_council

Hillary adjourned the meeting at 7:16 pm, Michelle seconded.

Tuesday, September 17, 2024 Tuesday, January 21, 2025

Tuesday, October 29, 2024 Tuesday, March 11, 2025

Tuesday, November 26, 2024 Tuesday, April 22, 2025
Tuesday, May 27, 2025




