
Queen Elizabeth Elementary School Council 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 28, 2024, 6:30-7:00 pm 
Chair: Laura Allingham  

Co-Chair: Hillary Harding 
In attendance:  
Lisa McConnell - QES Principal, Dan Tinaburri - QES Vice Principal, Laura Allingham, QESC Co-
Chair, Hillary Harding – QESC Co-Chair, Caroline Simon, Michelle Fourier, Jane Ewenson, Karen 
Ford, Steph Cicero – QEEPES Chair, Tara de Weerd, Teachers Emily Wentzell, Karen Mansell, 
Lana Kerr, Kate Lawless and Darryl Wensley, Jacki Hansen, Andrea Leier, Kristen Lewicki, Nicole 
Watson, Chrisina Burry  
 

1. Laura called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm and this was seconded by Steph 
a. Acknowledgment of the Land was provided by Laura 
b. Welcome  
c. Laura motioned to approve the Agenda and it was seconded by Jacki 
d. Laura motioned to approve the meeting minutes from April 16 and it was 

seconded by Hillary  
 

2. Reports 
a. School Report – Lisa McConnell, Principal 

i. Teacher Report – Grade 2/3 teachers thanked everyone for supporting 
the Open Minds application. It is a five-day experience looking at aspects 
of Calgary and in turn connecting the experience with your own 
community. Started the year with community walks to learn about the 
stories within our community and ask questions. Students became 
curious and excited about their learning, connected to curriculum 
throughout their learning inside and outside the classroom. Filled little 
libraries to show connection to community and love of story. Journey into 
Journaling PL guided teachers on how to teach students how to journal. 
Parent observations of student connections were very positive. Moving 
forward teachers will continue with community walks to learn, connect, 
explore and move through the curriculum and to use journaling for all 
learners.  

ii. Principal Report  
1. Staff update - Kim Godman is retiring and Taryn Glimpel will join 

permanently – 2/3 and 4/5 vacancies  
2. Next Year Planning - Bell Times will remain the same 
3. Working on class lists and teaching teams which will be posted 

just before the first day of school – various factors are considered 
to create balanced classrooms. Long-term planning underway to 
think about how school can flex and grow over the years 



4. Reconciliation at QES was explained – why QES commits to 
reconciliation, what has been done to date and path forward 

5. QES budget expenditures – general account showing total spent 
$10,196 (recognizing some invoices have not come in). Ask for 
next year is $17,700 (increase costs of agendas, classroom 
support and principal discretionary fund) QEEPES budget 
expenditures showing total spent $20,920. It is challenging at 
times to spend dollars in a meaningful way.  QEEPES ask for next 
year is $48,900 (technology has jumped significantly, robot 
purchase for robotics).  
 

a. Key Communicator Report 
i. Community of School Councils April 23, 2024 – Virtual  

Budget 2024-25 does not provide the funding necessary for a growing 
school district. The CBE received an increase to provincial funding to 
account for increased enrolment. Provincial budget does not address 
inflation and the real cost of supporting students with increasingly 
complex learning needs. In its 2024-27 fiscal plan, the government has 
committed to funding levels below growth and inflation. Funding 
enrolment growth without addressing inflationary pressures results in 
growing class sizes and services and supports that don’t keep pace with 
enrolment growth and need. Enrolment has grown about 15,600 in the 
past three years. Schools are using staff rooms, learning commons and 
other spaces for classroom learning. In schools that are full, new 
registering students are ‘overflowed’ to other schools with space. 
Monitoring enrollment and long-term space planning including 
redesignating communities. Relocating 6 modular classrooms using CBE 
capital reserves for high priority schools. This is in addition to the funding 
for modulars received from the government. 
 

b. Important Dates 
i. June 4  - Grade 6 Math Part A PAT Field Test 
ii. June 6 - Patroller Celebration at Heritage Park 

iii. June 7 - Yearbook Orders Due  
iv. June 13 - Grade 6 Math Part B PAT Field Test 
v. June 19  - Grade 6 Social Studies PAT Test 
vi. June 20  - Grade 6 Science PAT Test 

vii. June 20 - Spolombo’s Fun Lunch 
viii. June 21 - Sports Day & Food Truck Picnic Farewell 

ix. June 26 - Grade 6 Farewell 
x. June 27 - Last day of school and early dismissal 
xi. August 29 – First day of school at 8:30 a.m. 

 
 



3. Old/Ongoing Business 
a. Spring Family Gala - Summary 

i. Feedback has been positive. Gala planning committee has reviewed and 
discussed successes and areas of growth/ improvement for next year. 

ii. We would love to hear your feedback; comments, questions or 
suggestions.  

iii. Please let us know if you’d like to join the Gala planning committee for 
2024-2025 (Saturday, May 5 booked). 

b. Yearbook Sales - Go to ybpay.lifetouch.ca and enter school ID - 14420723. 
Yearbooks will arrive at the school in September 2024. Deadline to order is June 
7. 

c. Fun Lunch volunteers needed - sign up through social media or SC website at 
www.qescouncil.ca 

d. ASCE Grant Reporting - $409 used on our School Council/Parent Society website 
for 2023-2024 academic school year. The remaining $90 will be used on a banner 
with SC and PS info. 

e. Spring Garden Clean Up - Will be rescheduled as it was canceled due to rain. 
f. Farewell Update – Dance for grade 6 after the school ceremony “under the sea” 

theme and show Back to the Future at the Plaza theatre.  
 

4. New Business 
a. Sports Day - June 21 

i. 50 volunteers needed 8:30 am - noon - Sign-up Genius has been created 
ii. Treats for kids provided by SC  

b. Volunteers needed for PATs - sign up genius has been created (dates above) 
c. September shirt sales will open early September - Vote on colour by email 
d. First day welcome back table with coffee and treats 
e. Welcome Back Event September 13 - TBD food trucks and shirt shop 
f. Book Fair confirmed for Oct 21-25, 2024 - Sign up will be created 
g. Casino - Spring 2025 at Cowboys casino   
h. Election of Executive and Coordinators 

i. Steph nominated Hillary for Chair. Hillary accepted. Steph made a 
motion, Laura seconded motion. Motion carried School Council Chair 
(nominee: Hillary Harding) 

ii. Hillary nominated Laura for Co-Chair. Hillary made a motion. Motion 
carried.  (nominee: Laura Allingham) 

iii. Hillary nominated Alex Hunt for Co-Key Communicator. Hillary nominated 
Kristen Lewicki for Co-Key Communicator. Hillary made a motion. Motion 
carried. (nominees: Alex Hunt and Kristen Lewicki) 

iv. Hillary nominated Tara de Weerd Secretary. Hillary made a motion. 
Motion carried.  (nominee: Tara de Weerd) 

v. Hillary welcomed new Volunteer Co-coordinator Andrea Leier and 
returning Volunteer Coordinator Caroline Simon 



vi. Hillary welcomed new Scholastic Book Fair Co-Coordinator Leah Philips 
and returning Coordinator Michele Fournier. 

vii. Hillary welcomed returning Garden Coordinator Jane Ewenson 
i. Proposed Fun Lunch Dates for 2024-2025: 

   September 26 
   October 17 
   November 21 
   December 19 
   January 16 

February 20 
March 13  
April 17 
May 15 
June 19 

j. Proposed Popcorn Fun Snack Dates for 2024-2025: 
   October 31 
   February 6 
   May 1 
 

k. Proposed Dates for 2023-2024 meetings. Steph made a motion to accept those 
dates. Laura seconded the motion. Motion passed.  

 
Tuesday, September 17, 2024 Tuesday, January 21, 2025 
Tuesday, October 29, 2024 Tuesday, March 11, 2025 
Tuesday, November 26, 2024 Tuesday, April 22, 2025 
 Tuesday, May 27, 2025 
 

5. Adjournment 
a. Where to find us: 

i. School Website – find links to School Council and QEEPES at 
https://school.cbe.ab.ca/school/queenelizabeth/get-
involved/pages/default.aspx 

ii. School Council and Parent Society Website - www.qescouncil.ca 
iii. Facebook - @qparents  
iv. Instagram  - @qes_school_council 

b. Next Meeting Tuesday, September 17 at 6:30 pm 
 
Laura adjourned the meeting at 7:37 pm Kristen seconded.  
 
 
 


